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Metallic Behavior

Metals are located in 
the left and lower 
three-quarters of the 
periodic table.

Metals tend to lose 
electrons (and form 
cations) during 
chemical reactions 
because they have low 
ionization energies.
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The trend in metallic character

Metallic behavior increases (in the opposite direction as ionization 
energy) 
•from top to bottom and 
•from right to left.
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