
ARTICLE #2 
 

Read and answer the questions below: 
 

 
 



1. Describe the difference between embryonic and adult stem cells 
 
a) From the ethical point of view 
 
The handling of embryonic stem cells involves the destruction of the 
blastocyst (human embryo). The blastocyst can become a human being: this 
is the point that raises ethical concerns. 
 
Adult stem cells do not involve the destruction of human embryos. 
 
b) From the potential in reseach and remediation point of view 
 
Embryonic stem cells are more flexible (pluripotential) and can yield any 
type of cell; adult stem cells can only produce a specific types of cells. 
 
2. Describe what is a blastocyst 
 
A blastocyst is a 5-10 days human embryo before implementation in the 
uterus. It inner mass cell is used in embryonic stem cell investigations. 
 
3. What is the function of adult stem cells in bone  marrow? 
 
They produce diverse types of blood cells. 
 
4. Describe the advantages of the new surgical treatment mentioned in the 
article 
 
One advantage is that it can improve the vision of people with inherited 
blindness (by injecting a corrective gene into the eye). 
 
 
 


