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Stephen Hawking: God did not create
Universe

There is no place for God in theories on the creation
of the Universe, Professor Stephen Hawking has said.

He had previously argued belief in a creator was not
incompatinle with Science DUt in a new book, ie concludes
the Big Bang was an inevitable consequence of the laws of
physics.

The Grand Design, part serialised in the Times, says there is
no need to invoke God to set the Universe going.

"Spontaneous creation is the reason there is something " he
concluded.

'Planetary conditions’

In his new book, an extract of which appears in the - A
Times, Eritain's most famous physicist sets out to contest Sir
Isaac Mewton's helief that the universe must have been
designed by God as it could not have sprung out of chaos.

Thé_[J_niverse can create itself from
nothing, says Prof Hawking

Citing the 1992 discovery of a planet orbiting a star other than our Sun,
he said: "That makes the coincidences of our planetary conditions - the
single Sun, the lucky combination of Earth-Sun distance and solar mass -
far less remarkable, and far less compelling as evidence that the Earth
was Carefully designed just to please us human beings "

Related stories

Hawking warns over
alien beings

Stephen Hawking's

He acds: "Because there is a law such as gravity, the universe can and sticeessarnamed

will create itself from nothing. i
Send us your theories

"Spontaneous creation is the reason there is something rather than

nothing, why the universe exists, why we exist.

"It is not necessary to invoke God to light the blue touch paper and set
the universe going."

HIERRETN

‘Evyes of faith’

The book was co-written by US physicist Leonard Mlodinow and is
published on 9 September.

I his 1988 bestseller, A Brief History of Time, Prof Hawking appeared to
accept the role of God in the creation of the Universe.

It wee discover a complete theory, itwould be the ultimate triumph of
hurman reason - for then we should know the mind of God " he said.

But the Bishop of Swindon, Dr Lee Rayfield, said science "can never
prove the non-existence of God, just as it can newver prove the existence
of God."

He added: "Faith is a matier that's outside that.

"But as | Iook at the universe, and as many people who are much more
understanding of cosmology than |, and mathematics, as they ook at it,
through the eyes of faith, they see a universe which is still very coherent
with what we believe about God and His nature "
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EXERCISE

Use an V diagram to analyse
the article and give your point
of view about it.
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THEORY METHOD

FOCUs
QUESTION
Did God
create the

universe?

*Spontaneous creation is the explanation
tfor the origin of the universe

( KNOWLEDGE CLAIM

*There is no place for God in theories on
the creation of the Universe

[

DATA TRANSFORMATION
*Planet Earth was not specially designed for us.
*The Universe can create itself from nothing

i

DATA
*There are planets outside our Solar System
*Gravitation law

EVENTS T
Observation
of planets
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THEORY 2 METHOD
Focus
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KNOWLEDGE CLAIM 3
+Spontaneous creation is the explanation
for the arigin of the universe
*There is no place for God in theories on
the creation of the Universe F,

i

DATA TRANSFORMATION
*Planet Earth was not specially designed for us.
*The Universe can create itself from nething

i

DATA
*There are Plonets outside our Seolar System
*Gravitation law

EVENTS T
Observation

What is the main idea that drives the whole process?
That main idea is not given in the article.
It seems that the idea is that "by observing the universe and

knowing its laws we could demonstrate the existence or
nonexistence of God".

That main idea can be considered quite controversial.
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KNOWLEDGE CLAIM 3
+Spontaneous creation is the explanation
for the arigin of the universe
*There is no place for God in theories on
the creation of the Universe F,

i

DATA TRANSFORMATION
*Planet Earth was not specially designed for us.
*The Universe can create itself from nething

i

DATA
*There are Plonets outside our Seolar System
*Gravitation law

EVENTS T
Observa tion

What is the main value of knowing the answer?

We could conduct our lives according to reality.

How about the process?

Some conclusions are not clearly established: the "spontaneous
creation” is a very difficult concept (hard to believe) and it is not
clearly explained.
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KNOWLEDGE CLAIM 3

+Spontaneous creation is the explanation

for the arigin of the universe

*There is no place for God in theories on

the creation of the Universe F,

i

DATA TRANSFORMATION
*Planet Earth was not specially designed for us.
*The Universe can create itself from nething

i

DATA
*There are Plonets outside our Seolar System
*Gravitation law

EVENTS T
Observation

What is your point of view? (example)

The conclusions are not directly linked to the data mentioned in the
article.

In any case, I think that it is impossible to reach conclusions about
the existence of God from observations from the Universe.




